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New 6th Edition GATF Web Offset Press Training Curriculum

GATF has announced the availability of the new Web Offset Press Training Curriculum (6th
edition). The thirty-three instructional modules now contain:

* New Instructional CD-ROMs. CDs with all new content, replacing the curriculum's original
videotapes. Over 130 movie clips, close-up shots, diagrams and illustrations.

* New Review Questions. A 33% increase in 'review quizzes'- previously the Self Study
Exams. Dozens of additional question have been added.

* New Instructional Textbooks. The Web Offset Press Operating (5th edition) and the
Guide to Troubleshooting for the Web Offset Press (6th edition) have been completely
revised and expanded.

* Of special interest to industry trainers . . . Suggestions and examples on how to teach
relevant troubleshooting skills.

To learn more about and/or purchase the Training Curriculum visit the GAIN website at
<http://www.gain.net/PlA>http://www.gain.net/PIA GATF/technical/train materials.html. This
page also provides details on the newly released Bindery Training Curriculum and the 6th
edition of the GATF Sheetfed Offset Press Training Curriculum, due out later this year.
Editor's Note: The National Council's Web Offset Press Operator's Multi-Color Certification
Examination is closely related to the contents of the new 6th edition Web Curriculum. Litho
press operators completing GATF Sheetfed and Web Press Training Program curricula are
well-prepared to take the examinations for Council certification.

Access Council Revised Website for Certification Exam Registration, Testing

Prepress digital imaging examination candidates may now register for and take the Council's
Digital Imaging Certification Examination (DICE) Series, a computer interactive examination
covering Composition, Job Engineering, Image Capture and Digital Output by following this

procedure:



* Open Council website: www.ncssgc.org, click on PROGAMS, IMAGING, Procedures Guide
and

* Scroll down to page five (5) and follow procedures To Register and To Take a DICE Exam.
Editor's Note: Download the entire Procedures Guide for reading and study.

Flexo and Litho Press Operators' Certification Examinations

Candidates may download the required registration forms for registering for the Flexo and
Litho (Sheetfed and Web) Press Operators' Multi-Color Certification Examinations.

* Open Council website: www.ncssgc.org, click on PROGAMS, FLEXO or LITHO for the
Registration Form, Sponsor's Documentation Form, and Eligibility Checklist, download and

* Complete the forms and mail with registration fee to the National Council, address below.
Applications must be received at Council headquarters a minimum of ten (10) work days prior
to the testing date requested, allowing the Council office time to review and confirm
applications for eligibility.

Editor's Note: Download the [Flexo or Litho] Guide to Credentialing for reading and study.

Council Board Member Named Director, Graphic Communications Institute at Cal Poly
(GrCl)

Dr. Harvey Levenson, Department Chairman, Cal Poly's Graphic Communication
Department, has announced the appointment of Hal Hinderliter as the new director of the
Graphic Communication Institute, the auxiliary organization associated with the university's
Graphic Communication program. A featured speaker at many major industry expositions,
Hinderliter has conducted seminars on prepress and workflow topics at Seybold, Graph
Expo, FOLIO, Gutenberg, COMDEX and many others. Authoring credits include textbooks
Understanding Digital Imposition (1998), the Guide to Desktop Publishing (2000), and the
GATF Desktop Publishing Primer (2004) as well as the GATF Imaging Skills Training
Curriculum. GrCl will offer a weekly schedule of workshops in its training center.
Fundamental course curricula will include lithographic and flexographic prepress and
postpress programs as well as fulfillment services. Business courses will include estimating,
business systems, sales and marketing. Technology standards such as PDF/X and XML will
also be covered in advanced programs. Hinderliter is a member of the executive committee
of the National Council. He may be reached by email at hhinderl@calpoly.edu ; general
inquiries about the GrCl may be sent to grci@calpoly.edu .



National Council and StaffingTools.com Launch NCSSGC Online University

The National Council is proud to introduce its new Online University powered by
StaffingTools.com. This service offering allows NCSSGC to offer online testing, training and
certification at a fraction of the cost of site-based training. At only $300 per user NCSSGC's
Online University, powered by StaffingTools.com, allows individual users and companies the
ability to test and train online for one year in more than 40 prepress and graphics courses
with new releases monthly. Bulk discounts are also available.

Access is available from work, home or any computer with an Internet connection 24/7. See
<http://www.staffingtool s.com/courses.asp?chid=71>http://www.staffingtools.com/courses.asp?cb
id=71 for a complete course offering list.

StaffingTools' Learning Management System (LMS) allows companies to track employee
learning with ease and supplies a tool for measuring and evaluating employee performance.
How the courses work (See www.staffingtools.com/hiw.asp?cbid=71)

1. Users take a pre-test in a software simulator to evaluate their software knowledge.

2. The StaffingTools Learning Management System assigns_only the training modules
needed to bridge the knowledge gap, allowing a user to "test out" of what they know.

3. Students take a post-test. Those who achieve 70% or higher on the post-test receive a
printable certificate of completion. Those who do not receive a certificate can retrain and
retest until proficiency is reached.

For more information, contact sales@StaffingTools.com or call 800-355-6429. Outside the
US & Canada: 812-355-3030.

National Council Skill Standards and Credentialing Services

Background: The National Council Skill Standards were produced by the National Printing
Skills and Knowledge Standards Project, a coalition of industry leaders from management,
higher education, labor and associations. The Project was funded by a U.S. Department of
Education matching grant in the amount of $1 million, awarded to GATF. Upon completion of
the national Project and publication of the Standards, GATF organized the National Council
for Skill Standards in Graphic Communications and the Skill Standards became the property
of the National Council. The Skill Standards are recognized by industry and education as an
authoritative guide for the development of industry operating job descriptions and curricula in

post high school and vocational education courses. Note these definitions:



* Skill Standards - statements of knowledge and operating skills resulting from a task or job
analysis by Subject Matter Experts (SME operators) from a geographically-distributed
inclusive gender base.

* Certification - credentials awarded upon successfully completing a nationally-validated
examination, based upon nationally-validated skill standards.

The National Council offers three certification examinations to industry press operators:

* The Sheetfed and Web Litho Multi-Color Press Operating Certification Examinations, and

* The Flexo Multi-Color Press Operating Cetrtification Examination.

Also available from the National Council:

The Digital Imaging Certification Examination (DICE) Series of computer-interactive skill
examinations composed of Composition, Job Engineering, Image Capture and Digital Output,
based on the GATF Imaging Skills Training Program curriculum and the National Council
Imaging Skill Standards.

Industrial certification examinations may be knowledge- or performance-based. National
Council examinations "Assess Knowledge at the Expert Level of Performance.”

Editor's Note: All [prepress and press] National Council certification examinations are based
on GATF Training Program curricula.

The National Council E-Bulletin is the quarterly electronic newsletter of the National Council
for Skill Standards in Graphic Communications (NC). Information in the E-Bulletin may be
freely reproduced without permission and may be used for industry association and trade
press dissemination. Organizations and individuals interested in receiving the E-Bulletin [at
no charge] may subscribe by simply sending an e-mail message to subscribe@ncssgc.org ,
which will add their e-mail address to our list of recipients. You may also contact the NC by
letter, fax or phone.

The National Council is the only nationally-recognized organization in the printing industry
authorized to certify high-tech skills based on its expert-level, nationally-validated Skill
Standards. The Council is governed by a board of directors comprised of leaders from
industry, associations, education and the public sector. For additional information on Council

Skill Standards and credentialing services contact: Edmond L. Kelley, Executive Director and
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